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P R E F A C E. 
READER, 
TH E following Narrative is as plain and artleſs, as it 
is ſurpriſing and extraordinary. Plauſible reaſonings 
may amuſe and delight, but fats, and facts like theſe, 
ſtriłe, are felt, and go home to the heart. Were the 
power, grace and providence of God ever more eminently 
_ diſplayed, than in the converſion, ſucceſs, and deliverances 
of John Marrant? He and his companion enter the 
meeting at Charles: Town together; but the one is taken, 
and the other is left, He is ſtruck to the ground, ſhaken. 
over the mouth of hell, ſnatched as a brand from the burn- 
ing; be is pardoned and juſtified ; be is waſhed in the a- 
toning blood, and made happy in his God. You ſoon have 
another view of him, drinking into his maſter*s cup; 
be is tried and perplext, oppoſed and deſpiſed ;, the 
neighbours hoot at him as he goes along; his mother, 
ſiſters and brother, hate and perſecute him; be is friend- 
less, and forſaken of all, Theſe uneaſy circumſtances 
call forth the corruptions of his nature, and create 4 
momentary debate, whether the purſuit of eaſe and 
: Pleaſure was not to be preferred to the practice of re- 
ligion, 
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ligion, which he now found ſo ſharp and ſevere? The 
ſtripling is ſupported and ſtrengthened. Ile is perſuaded 
to forjake bis family and kindred allogeiber. He croſſes 
the fence, which marked the boundary between the wil- 
derneſs and the cultivated country; and prefers the 
habitatipns of brutal "reſidence, to the leſs boſpitehle 
dwellings of enmity to God and godlineſs. He wanders, 
but Chriſt is his guide and protector. M ho can view 
him among the Indian tribes without wonder & He ar- 
rives among ibe Cherokees, where groſs. iguorance 

wore its rudeſt ſorms, and ſavage deſpotiſm exerciſed its 
moſt terrifying empire. Here . the child, juſt turned 
fourteen, without ſling or ſtone, engages, aud with the 
arrow of prayer pointed with faith, wounded Goliah, 
and conquers the king. 

The untutor'd monarch feels the wth, and worſhips 
the God. of the Chriſtians, the ſeeds of the Goſpel are 
diſſeminated among the Indians by a youthful Band, and 
Jeſus is received and obeyed. 

The ſubſequent incidents. related in this N arralive are 
great and affecting; but 1 ' muſt not anticipate the r 
pleaſure and profit. | 
The novelty. or magnitude of the fades contained in 
the following pages, may diſpoſe ſome readers to queſtion 
the truth of them. My anſwer to ſuch is, —1. I believe 
it is clear to great numbers, and to ſome competent 
judges, that God is with the ſubject of them, but if be 
knowingly permitted an untruth 10 go abroad in the 

{ape God, whi ft it is confe ſed the Lord is with 
bim, 
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bim, would it not follow, that the Almighty gave bis 
ſandtion to a falſehood ? -2, I have obſerved him to 
pay a conſcientious regard to his word, — 3. He appeared 
to me to feel moſt ſenſibly, when be related thoſe paris of 
bis Narrative, which deſcribe his happieſt moments with 
God, or the moſt remarkable interpoſitions of Divine 
Providence for him, and I have no reaſon to believe 
it was counter feited, 

J bave always preſerved Mr. Marrant's ideas, tho? 
I could not his language; no more alterations, however, 
| bave been made, than were thought neceſſary. 
J now commit the whole to God. — That he may make 


it generally uſeful is the prayer of thy ready ſervant, for 
Cbriſt's ſake, 


London, 
July 19th, 1785. 
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NARRATIVE, &e. 


13 MARRAN T, born June 15th, 1755, 
in New-York, in North-America, wiſh theſe 
gracious dealings of the Lord with me to be pub- 
liſhed, in hopes they may be uſeful to others, to 
encourage the fearful, to confirm the wavering, 
and to refreſh the hearts of true believers. My 
father died when I was little more than four years 
of age, and before I was five my mother removed 
from New-York to St. Auguſtine, about ſeven 
hundred miles from that city. Here I was ſent 
to ſchool, and taught to read and ſpell; after we 
had reſided here about eighteen months, it was 
found neceſſary to remove to Georgia, where we 
remained; and I was kept to ſchool until I had 
attained my eleventh year. The Lord ſpoke to 
me in my early days, by theſe removes, if I could 
have underſtood him, and ſaid, Here we have 
40 lbs no 
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ho continuing city.” We left Georgia, and went 
to Charles-Town, where it was intended I ſhould 


be put apprentice to fome trade. Sorne time after 
1 had been in Charles-Town, as I was walking 


one day, I paſſed by a, ſchool, and heard muſic 
and dancing, which took niy fancy very much, and 
I felt a ſtrong inclination to learn the muſic. I 
went home, and informed my ſiſter, that T had 


rather learn to play upon muſic thari go to a trade. 
She told me ſhe could do nothing in it, until ſhe 


had acquainted my mother with my defire, Ac- 
cordingly ſhe wrote a letter upon it to my mother; 
which, when ſhe. read, the contents were diſap- 
proved of by her, and ſhe came to Charles-Town 
to prevent it. She perſuaded! me much againſt it, 
but her perſuaſions were fruitleſs. Diſobedience 
either to God or man, being one of the fruits of 
. fin, grew out from me in early buds. Finding 
J was ſet upon it, and reſolved to learn nothing 
elſe, ſhe agreed. to it, and went with me to ſpeak 
to the man, and to ſettle upon the beſt terms with 
him ſhe could. He inſiſted upon twenty pounds 
don, which was paid, and I was engaged to ſtay 
with him eighteen months, and my mother to find 
me every thing during that term. The firſt day 
1 went to him he put the violin into my hand, 
which pleaſed me much, and, applying eloſe, 4 
learned very faſt, not only to play, but to dance 
Ag. ſo — months I Was able to play for 
Oft the 
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the whole ſchool. In the evenings: after the 
ſcholars were diſmiſſed, I uſed to reſort to the bot- 
tom of our garden, where it was cuſtomary for ſome 
muſicians to aſſemble to blow the F rench-horn. 
Here my improvement vas ſo rapid, that in a twelve- 
month's time I became maſter both of the violin 
and of the French horn, and was much reſpected 
by the Gentlemen and Ladies whoſe children at- 
tended the ſchool, as alſo by my maſter : This 
opened to me a large door of vanity and vice, for 
1 was invited to all the balls and' aſſemblies that 
were held in the town, and met with the general 
applauſe of the inhabitants. I was a ſtranger to 
want, being ſupplied with as much money as I had 
any occaſion for; which my ſiſter obſerving, faid, 
„Tou habe now no need of a trade.“ I was 
now in my” thirteenth year, devoted to pleaſure 
and drinking in iniquity like water; a ſlave ta 
every vice ſuited to my nature and to my years. 
The time I had engaged to ſerve my maſter being 
expired, he: perſuaded me to ſtay with him, and 
offered me any thing, or any money, not to leave 
him. His intreaties proving ineffectual, 1 quitted 
his ſervice, and viſited my mother in the country; 
with her I ſtaid two months, living without God 
or hope in the world, fiſhing and hunting on the 
| ſabbath-dayl Unſtable as water 1 returned to 
town, and wiſhed to go to ſome trade. My ſiſter's 
n being informed of my inclination provided 
B 
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me with a maſter, on condition that I ſhould ſerve 
him one year and a half on trial, and afterwards 

be bound, if he approved of me. Accordingly 
I went, but every evening I was ſent for to play 
an muſic, ſomewhere or another; and I often con- 
tinued out very late, ſometimes all night, ſo as to 
render me incapable of attending my maſter's buſi- 
neſs the next day; yet in this manner I ſerved 
him a year and four months, and was much ap- 
proved of by him. He wrote a letter to my mo- 
ther to come and have me bound, and whilſt my 
mother was weighing the matter in her own mind, 
the gracious purpoſes of God, reſpecting a periſh 
ing ſinner, were now to be diſcloſed. One evening 
J was ſent for in a very particular manner to go 
and play for ſome Gentlemen, which I agreed to 
do, and was on my way to fulfil my promiſe z and: 
paſling by a large meeting houſe I ſaw many lights, 
in it, and crouds of people going in. 1 enquired 
what it meant, and was anſwered by my companion, 
that a crazy man was hallooing there; this raiſed 
my curiofity to go in, that I might hear what he 
was hallooing about. He perſuaded me not to ga 
in, but in vain. He then ſaid, If you will da 
one thing I will go in with you.” I aſked him 
what that was? He replied, © Blow the French- 
horn among them.” | liked the propoſal well 
enough, but expreſſed my fears of being. beaten 
for diſturbing them ; but upon his promiſing to 
9 4 4 ſtand 
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ſtand by and defend me, I agreed. So we went, 
and with much difficulty got within the doors, I 
was puſhing the people to make room, to get the 
horn off my ſhoulder to blow it, juſt as Mr. 
Whitefield was naming his text, and looking 
round, and, as I thought, directly upon me, and 
pointing with his finger, he uttered theſe words, 
„ PREPARE To MtiteT THY GOD, O lar.” 
The Lord accompanied the word with ſuch power, 
that I was ſtruck; to the ground, and lay both 
ſpeechleſs and ſenſeleſs for twenty four minutes: 
When I was come a little too, I found two men 
attending me, and a woman throwing water in my 
face, and holding a ſmelling-bottle to my noſe ; 
and when ſomething more recovered, every word 
I heard from the miniſter was like a parcel of ſwords 


thruſt into me, and what added to my diſtreſs, 1 


thought 1 ſaw the devil on every fide of me. I 
was conſtrained in the bitterneſs of my ſpirit to 
halloo out in the midſt of the congregation, which 


diſturbing them, they took me away; but finding 


I could neither walk or ſtand, they carried me as 
far as the veſtry, and there I remained till the 
ſervice was over. When the people were diſ- 
miſſed Mr. Whitefield came into the veſtry, and 
| being told of my condition he came immediately, 
and the firſt word he ſaid to me was, JESUS 
CHRIST nas cor THEE AT LAST.” He alked 
where | lived, intending to come and fee me the 
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next day; but recollecting he was to leave the town 
the next morning, he ſaid he could not come him- 
ſelf, but would ſend another miniſter ; he defired 
them to get me home, and then taking his leave 
of me, I ſaw him no more. When I reached my 
ſiſter's houſe, being carried by two men, ſhe was 
very uneaſy to ſee me in ſo diſtreſſed a condition. 
She got me to bed, and ſent for a doctor, who 
came immediately, and after looking at me, he 
went home, and ſent me a bottle of mixture, and 
defired her to give me a ſpoonful every two hours; 
but I could not take any thing the doctor ſent, 
nor indeed keep 1 in bed; this diſtreſſed my ſiſter 
very much, and ſhe cried out, The lad will 
ſurely die.” She ſent for two other doctors, but 
no medicine they preſcribed could I take. No, 
no; it may be aſked, a wounded ſpirit who can 
cure? as well as who can bear? In this diſtreſs 
of ſoul I continued for three days without any 
food, only a little water now and then. On the 
fourth day, the miniſter Mr. Whitefield had deſired 
to viſit me came to ſee me, and being directed up- 
ſtairs, when he entered the room, I thought he 
made my diſtreſs mueh worſe,” He wanted to take 
hold of my hand, but I durſt not give it to him. 
He inſiſted upon taking hold of it, and I then got 
away from him on the other ſide of the bed; but 
being very weak J fell down, and before 1 could 
recover he came to me and took me by the hand, 
: and 
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and lifted me up, and after a few words defiredto 
go to prayer. So he fell upon his knees, and pulled 
me don alſo; after he had ſpent ſome time 
in prayer he roſe up, and aſked me now how I did; 
I anſwered, much worſe ; he then ſaid, ** Came, 
we will have the old thing over again,“ and fo 
we kneeled down a ſecond time, and after he had. 
prayed earneſtly we got up, and he faid again, 
* How do you do. now ;” I replied worſe and 
worſe; and aſked him if he intended to kill me? 
* No, no, ſaid he, you are worth a thouſand 
« dead men, let us try the old thing over again,?“ 
and ſo falling upon our knees, he continued in 
prayer a conſiderable time, and 'near the cloſe of 
his prayer, the Lord was pleaſed to ſet my foul 
at perfect liberty, and being filled with joy I be- 
gan to praiſe the Lord immediately; my ſorrows 
were turned into peace, and joy, and love. The 
miniſter ſaid, How is it now ?”* I anſwered, all 
is well, all happy. He then took his leave of 
me; but called every day for ſeveral days after- 
wards, and the laſt time he faid, * Hold' faſt that 
thou haſt already obtained,*till Jeſus Chriſt come.“ 
now read the Scriptures very much. My maſter 
ſent often to know haw I did, and at laſt came 
himſelf, and finding me well, aſked me if I would 
not come to work again? I anſwered no. He 
aſked me the reaſon, but receiving no anſwer he 
went away. {4 continued with my ſiſter about 
Wi. three 
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three weeks, during which time ſhe often aſked 
me to play upon the violin for her, which I re- 
fuſed ; then the ſaid T was crazy and mad, and fo 
reported it among the neighbours, which opened 
the mouths of all around againſt me, I then 
reſolved to go to my mother, which was eighty- 
four miles from Charles-Town, 1 was two days 
on my journey home, and enjoyed much commu» 
nion with God on the road, and had occaſion to 
mark the gracious interpoſitions of his kind pro- 
vidence as I paſſed along. The third day I ar- 
'xived at my mother's houſe, and was well received. 
At ſupper they ſat down to eat without aſking the 
Lord's blefling, which cauſed me to burſt out into 
tears My mother aſked me what was the matter ? 
I anſwered,” I wept becauſe they fat down to ſup- 
per without aſking the Lord's bleſſing. She bid 
me, with much ſurpriſe, to aſk a blefling . I re- 
mained with her fourteen days without interrupti- 
on; the Lord pitied me, being a young ſoldier. 
Soon, however, Satan began to ſtir up my two 
ſiſters and brother, who were then at home with 
my mother ; they called me every name but that 
which was good. The more they perſecuted me, 
the ſtronger I grew in grace. At length my mother 
turned againſt me alſo, and the neighbours joined 
her, and there was not a friend to aſſiſt me, or 
that I could ſpeak to; this made me earneſt with 
God. In theſe circumſtances, being the youngeſt 
St i 
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but one of our family, and young"in Chriſtian ex- 


perience, I was tempted ſo far as to threaten my 


life ; but reading my Bible one day, and finding 
that if I did deſtroy myſelf I could not come 
where God was, I betook myſelf to the fields, and 
ſome days ſtaid out from morning to night to avoid 
the perſecutors. I ſtaid one time two days with- 
out any food, but ſeemed to have clearer views into 


the ſpiritual things of God. Not long after this 
I was ſharply tried, and reaſoned the matter within 
myſelf, whether I ſhould turn to my old courſes 
of ſin and vice, or ſerve and cleave to the Lord; 
after prayer to God, I was fully perſuaded in my 


mind, that if I turned to my old ways-I ſhould 


periſh eternally. Upon this I went home, and 
finding them all as hardened, or worſe than beſure, 
and every body ſaying I was crazy ; but a lietle 
fiſter I had, about nine years of age, uſed to cry 
when ſhe ſaw them perſecute me, and continuing 
ſo about five weeks and three days, I thought it 
was better for me to die than to live among ſuch 
people. 1 roſe one morning very early, to get a 
little quietneſs and retirement, I went into the 
woods, and ſtaid till eight o'clock in the morning 
upon my return I found them all at breakfaſt ;'I 
paſſed by them, and went up-ſtairs without 427 


_ interruption ; 1 went upon my knees to the Lord, 


and returned him thanks; then I took up a ſmall 
pocket Bible and one of Dr. Watts's hymn books, 
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and. paſſing by them went out without vne wordy*; | + 
ſpoken - by any of us. After ſpending ſonig-time. -.. A © 
in the ſelds I was perſuaded to go from home al- = 8 
together. Accordingly I went over the fence;, 3 
about half a mile from our houſe, which divided 
the inhabited and cultivated parts of the country. WW 
from the wilderneſs. I continued travelling in-the, 
defart all day without the leaſt inclination of re- 
turning back. About evening I began to be ſux» 
rounded with wolves; I took refuge ſrom them 
on 4a tree, and remained there all night, About 
eight o'clock next morning I deſcended from the 
tree, and returned God thanks for the mercies of 
the night. [ went on all this day without any 
thing to eat or drink. The third day, taking my. 
Bible out of my pocket, I read and walked for 
ſors! time, and then being 'wearied and almoſt. 
ſpent I far down, and after reſting awhile I roſe to 
g0 forward; but had not gone above a hundred. 
yards when ſomething tripped me up, and I ſell 
down; I prayed to the Lord upon the ground that 
he would command the wild beaſts to dęvour me, 
that I might be with him in glory. I made this | 
requeſt to God the third and part of the fourth, 
day. The fourth day in the morning, deſcending, 
from my uſual lodging, a tree; and having nothing, 
all this time to eat, and but a little water to drink, 
vas ſo feeble that I tumbled half way down the 
tree, not being able to ſupport anyigth and lax 
bas | | upon 
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© upon my. back on the-ground an hour and a half, 
Praying and crying; after which, getting a little 
ſtrength, and trying to ſtand upright to walk, I 
found myſelf not able; then I went upon ny 
hands and knees, and fo crawled till I reached a 
tree that was tumbled down, in order to get acroſs 
it, and there I prayed with my body leaning upon 
1t above an hour, that the Lord would take me to 

- himſelf, Such nearneſs to God I then enjoyed, 
that I willingly refigned myſelf into his hands, 
After ſome time I thought I was ſtrengthened, ſo 

1 got acroſs the tree without my legs or feet touch- 
ing the ground; but ſtruggling 1 fell over on the 
other fide, and then thought the Lord will now anſwer 
my prayer, and take me home: But the time was 
not come. After lay ing there a little, I roſe, and 
looking about, ſaw at ſome diſtance bunches of 
graſs, called deer-graſs ; I felt a ſtrong defire to get 
at it; though I roſe, yet it was only on my hands 
5 and knees, being ſo feeble, and in this manner. 1 
2 reached the graſs. I was three-quarters of an hour 
| going in this form twenty yards. When I reached 
& it I was unable to pull it up, ſo I bit it off like a 
horſe, and prayed the Lord to bleſs it to me, and 
I thought it the beſt meal 1 ever had i in my life, 
and ] think ſo Kill, it Was ſo ſweet. 8 I returned 
my God hearty thanks for it, and then lay down 
about an hour, F eeling myſelf. very thirſty, I 
Ek the Lord to provide me. with ſome water: 
C ; Finding 
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Finding I was ſomething ſtrengthened J got up, 
and ſtood on my feet, and ſtaggered from one tree 
ta another, if they were near each other, other- 
wiſe the journey was too long for me. I continued 
moving ſo for ſome time, and at length paſſing 
between two trees, I happened to fall upon ſome 
buſhes, among which were a few large hollow leaves, 
which had caught and contained the dews of the 
night, and lying low among the buſhes, were not 
exhaled by the ſolar rays; this water in the leaves 
fell upon me as I tumbled down and was loft, I 
was now ternpted to think the Lord had given me 
water from Heaven, and I had waſted it. I then 
prayed the Lord to forgive me. What poor un- 

believing creatures we are! though we are aſſured 


* the Lord will ſupply all our needs. I was pre- 


ſently directed to a puddle of water very muddy, 
which ſome wild pigs had juſt left; I kneeled 


down, and aſked the Lord to bleſs it to me, fo 1 


drank both mud and water mixed together, and 
being ſatisfied I returned the Lord thanks, and 


went on my way rejoicing, This day was much 


chequered with wants and ſupplies, with dangers 
and deliverances. I continued travelling on for 
nine days, feeding upon graſs, and not knowing 
whither 1 was going; but the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
Was very preſent, and that comforted me through 
all. The next morning, having quitted my cul. 
 foltiary lodging, and returned thanks to the Lord 


for 
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For my preſervation through the night, reading and 
travelling on, I paſſed between two bears, about 
twenty yards diſtance from each other. Both ſat 
and looked at me, but Ifelt no fear ; and after I had 
paſſed them, they both went theſame way from me 
without growling, or the leaſt apparent uneaſineſs. 
1 went and returned God thanks for my eſcape, 
who had tamed the wild beaſts of the foreſt, and 
made them friendly to me: I roſe from my knees 
and walked on, ſinging hymns of praiſe to God, 
about five o'clock in the afternoon, and about 55 
miles from home, right through the wilderneſs. 
As I was gaing on, and muſing upon the goodneſs 
of the Lord, an Indian hunter, who toad at ſome 
diſtanee, Jaw me; he hid himſelf behind a tree; 
hut as 1 paſſed along he bolted out, and put his 
hands on my breaſt, which ſurpriſed me a few 
moments. He then aſked me where I was going ? 
I anſwered 1 did not know, but where the Lord 
was pleaſed to guide me. Having heard me 
praiſing God before I came up to him, he enquired 
who I was talking to? I told him I was talking to 


my Lord Jeſus ; he ſeemed ſurpriſed; and aſked 


me where he was? for he did not ſee him there, I 


told him he could not be ſeen with bodily eyes. 


After a little more talk, he inſiſted upon taking 


me home; but I refuſed, and added, that I would | 
die rather than return home. He then aſked me 


if 1:knew how far I was from home? I anſwered; 


b: I 
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T did not know; you are 55 miles and a half, ſays 
he, from home. He farther aſked me how I did 


to live ? I ſaid I was ſupported by the Lord. He 
aſked me how I ſlept ? I anſwered, the Lord pro- 
vided me with a bed every night; he further en- 
quired what preferved me from being devoured 


by the wild beaſts ? I replied, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
kept me from them. He ſtood aſtoniſhed, and 
ſaid, you ſay the Lord Jeſus Chriſt do this, and do 
that, and do every thing for you, he muſt be a 


very fine man, where is he ? I replied, he is here 
preſent. ' To this he made me no anſwer, only ſaid, 


I know you, and your mother and ſiſter, and upon 


a little further converſation I found he did know 
them. This alarmed me, and I wept for fear he 
would take me home by force; but when he ſaw 
me fo affected, he ſaid he would not take me home 
if I would go with him. I objected againſt that, 


for fear he would rob me of my comfort and com- 
munion with God: But at laſt, being much preſſed, 
I conſented to go. Our employment for ten weeks 


and three days, was killing deer, and taking off 
their ſkins by day; the means of defence and ſe- 
curity againſt our nocturnal enemies, always took 


up the evenings : We collected a number of large 


| buſhes, and placed them nearly in a circular form, 


which uniting at the extremity, afforded us both 
a verdant covering, and a ſufficient ſhelter from 
the night dews. What moſs we could gather was 


ſtrewed 


g 


me. 


was now ſurrounded by about 50 men, and carried 


( 21 ) 
ſtrewed upon the ground, and this compoſed our 
bed. A fire was kindled in the front of our tem- 
porary lodging-room, and fed with freſh fuel all 


night, as we ſlept and watched by turns ; and this 


was our defence from the dreadful animals, whoſe 
ſhining eyes and tremendous roar we often ſaw and 
heard during the night. 

By conſtant converſation with the hunter, I ac- 
quired a fuller knowledge of the Indian tongue : 
This, together with the ſweet communion I en- 


* joyed with God, I have confidered as a prepara- 


tion for the great trial I was ſoon after to paſs 
through. 


The hunting ſeaſon being now at an end, we 


left the woods, and directed our courſe towards a 


large Indian town, belonging to the Cherokee 
nation; and having reached it, I ſaid to the 


hunter, they will not ſuffer me to enter in. He 
replied, as I was with him, nobody would interrupt 


There was an Indian fortification all round the 
town, and a guard placed at each entrance. The 
hunter paſſed one of theſe without moleſtation, but 


- I was ſtopped by the guard and examined. They 
aſked me where I came from, and what was my 
buſineſs there? My companion of the woods at- 


tempted to ſpeak for me, but was not permitted; 
he was taken away, and I ſaw him no more, I 


to 


| 
| 
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to ane of their chiefs to be examined by him. 
When I came before him, he aſked me what was 
my buſineſs there ? I told him I came there with a 

hunter, whom. I met with in the woods. He re- 
plied, © Did I nat know that whoever came there 
< without giving a better account of themſelves 
* than I did, was to be put to death?” 1 ſaid 1 
did not know it. Obſerving that I apſwered him 
Jo readily in his own language, he aſked me where 
I learnt it? To this 1 retufned no anſwer, but burſt 
out into a flood of tears, and calling upon my Lord 
Jeſus. At this he ſtood aſtoniſhed, and expreſſed 
a concern for me, and ſaid I was young. He aſked 
me who my Lord Jeſus was? To this I gave him 
no anſwer, but continued praying and weeping. 
Aildrefling himſelf to the officer who ſtood by him, 
he ſaid he was ſorry but it was the law, and it muſt 
not be broken. I was then ordered to be taken 
away, and put into a place af confinement. They 
led me from their court into a low dark place, and 
thruſt me into it, very dreary and diſmal ; they 
made faſt the door, and ſet a watch. The judge 
ſent for the executioner, and gave him his warrant 
For my execution in the afternoon of the next day. 
The executioner came, and gave me notice of it, 
which made me very happy, as the near proſpect 
of death made me hope ſor a ſpeedy deliverance 
from the body: And truly this dungeon became 
my chapel, for the Lord Jeſus did nat q eave me 
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in this great trouble, but was very preſent, ſo that 
1 continued bleſſing him, and finging his praiſes all 
night without ceaſing: The watch hearing the 
noiſe, informed the executioner that ſomebody had 
been in the dungeon with me all night; upon 
which he came in to ſee and to examine, with a great 
torch lighted in his hand, who it was 1 had with 
me; but finding nobody, he turned round, and 
aſked me who it was? and I told him it was the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt; but he made no anſwer, turned 
away, went out, and locked the door. At the 
hour appointed for my execution I was taken out, 
and led to the deſtined ſpot, amidft a vaſt number 
of people. I praiſed the Lord all the way we 
went, and when we arrived at the place I under- 
ſtood the kind of death I was to ſuffer, yet, bleſſed 
be God, none of thoſe things moved me. The 
executioner ſhewed me a baſket of turpentine 


wood, ſtuck full of ſmall pieces, like ſkewers; he 


told me I was to be ſtripped naked, and laid down 
in the baſket, and theſe ſharp pegs were to be 
ſtuck into me, and then ſet on fire, and when they 
Had burnt to my body, I was to be turned on the 
other fide, and ſerved in the ſame manner, and 
then to be taken by four men'and thrown into the 
flame, which was to finiſh the execution. I burft 


into tears, and aſked what I had done to deſerve ſo 


cruel a death! To this he gave me no anſwer, I 


cried out, Lord, if it be thy will that it ſhould be 


ſo, 
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fo, thy will be done : I then aſked the exetutioner 
to let me go to prayer; he aſked me to whom? I 
anſwered, to the Lord my God; he ſeemed ſur- 
prized, and aſked me where he was? I told him 
he was preſent ; upon which he gave metſeave. [ 
defired them all to do as 1 did, ſo I fell down upon 
my knees, and mentioned to the Lord his deliver- 
ing of the three children in the fiery furnace, and 


of Daniel in the lion's den, and had cloſe com- 


munion with God, I prayed in Engliſh a con- 
ſiderable time, and about the middle of my prayer, 
the Lord impreſſed a ftrong deſire upon my mind 
to turn into their language, and pray in their 
tongue. I did ſo, and with remarkable liberty, 
which wonderfully affected the people. One cir- 
cumſtance was very ſingular, and ſtrikingly diſplays 
the power and grace of God, I believe the exe- 
cutioner was ſavingly converted to God. He roſe 
from his knees, and embraced me round the mid- 
dle, and was unable to ſpeak for about five minutes; 
the firſt words he expreſſed, when he had utterance, 
were, No man ſhall hurt thee till thou haſt been 
„to the king.” 

I was taken away immediately, and as we paſſed 
along, and I was reflecting upon the deliverance 
which the Lord had wrought out for me, and hear- 
ing the praiſes which the executioner was ſinging 


to the Lord, I muſt own I was utterly at a loſs to 


find words to praiſe him. I broke out in theſe 
words, 
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words, what can't the Lord Jeſus do! and what 


power is like unto his! I will thank thee for what 
is paſſed, and truſt thee for what is to come. 1 
will ſing thy praiſe with my feeble tongue whilſt 
life and hg th ſhall laſt, and when 1 fail to ſound 
Where, 1 hope to ſing them round thy 
tfirone above : And thus, with unſpeakable joy, I 
ſung two verſes of Dr, Watts's hymns : 


* My God, the ſpring of all my joys; 
The life of my delights; 
* The glory of my brighteſt days, 
« And comfort of my nights. 
In darkeſt ſhades, if thou appear, 
« My.dawning is begun; 
Thou art my foul's bright morning ſtar; 
And thou my rifing ſun,” 


Paſling by the judge's door, he ſtopped us, and 
aſked the executioner why brought me back? 
The man fell upon his knees, M begged he would 


permit me to be carried before the king, which be- 
ing granted, I went on, guarded by two hundred 


ſoldiers with bows and arrows, After many 


windings I entered the king's outward chamber, 


and after waiting ſome time he came to the door, 


and his firſt queſtion was, how came I there? I 
anſwered, I came with a hunter whom J met with 
in the woods, and who perſuaded me to come 

dis D there, 
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there. He then aſked me how old I was ? I told 
him not fifteen, He aſked me how I was ſup- 
ported before I met with this man ? I anſwered, by 
the Lord Jcſus Chriſt, which ſeemed to confound 
him. He turned round, and aſked me if he lived 
where I came from? I anſwered, % ind here 
alſo. He looked about the room, and Fad he did 
not ſee him; but I told him I felt him. The exe- 
cutioner fell upon his knees, and intreated the 
king, and told him what he had felt of the ſame 
Lord. At this inſtant. the king's eldeſt daughter 
came into the chamber, a perſon about 19 years 
of age, and ſtood at my right-hand, 1 had a 
Bible in my hand, which ſhe took out of it, and 
having opened it, ſhe kiſſed it, and ſeemed much 
delighted with it, When ſhe had put it into my 
hand again, the king aſked me what it was? and 
I told him, the name of my God was recorded. 
there ; and, after ſeveral queſtions, he bid me read 
it, which I did, ticularly the 53d chapter of 
Iſaiah, in the moſffolemn manner I was able; and 
alſo the 26th chapter of Matthew's Goſpel ; and 
when I pronounced the name of Jeſus, the parti- 
cular effect it had upon me was obſerved by the 
king. When I had finiſhed reading, he aſked me 
why I read thoſe names with ſo much reyerence ? 
I told him, becauſe the Being to whom thoſe 
names belonged made heaven and earth, and I and 
he; this he denied. I then pointed to the ſun, 
| and 
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and aſked him who made the ſun, and moon, and 
ſtars, and preſerved them in their regular order ? 
He ſaid there was a man in their town that did it, 
T laboured as much as I could to convince him ta 
the contrary, His daughter took the book out of 
my hand LY ſecond time; ſhe opened it, and kiſſed 
it again; her father bid her give it to me, which 
ſhe did; but ſaid, with much ſorrow, the book 
would not ſpeak to her. The executioner then 
fell upon his knees, and begged the king to let me 
go to prayer, which being granted, we all went 
upon our knees, and now the Lord diſplayed his 
glorious power. In the midſt of the prayer ſome 
of them cried out, particularly the king's daughter, 
and the man who ordered me to be executed, and 
feveral others feemed under deep conviction of fin : 
This made the king very angry ; he called me a 
witch, and commanded me to be thruſt into the 
| priſon, and to be executed the next morning, 
This was enough to make me think, as old Jacob 
once did, All theſe things are againſt me;” for 
I was dragged away, and thruſt into the dungeon 
with much indignation ; but God, who never for- 
fakes his people, was with me. Though I ws | 
weak in body, yet was I ſtrong in the ſpirit: The f 
Lord works, and who ſhall let it ? The executioner 
went to the king, and aſſured him, that if he put 
me to death, his daughter would never be well. 
They uſed the fill of all their doors that after- 


. 

noon and night; but phyſical preſcriptions were 
uſeleſs. In the morning the executioner came to 
me, and, without opening the priſon door, called 
to me, and hearing me anſwer, ſaid, © Fear not, 
e thy God who delivered thee yeſterday, will de- 
&« liver thee to-day.” This comforted me very 
much, eſpecially to find he could truſt the Lord, 
Soon after I was fetched out; I thought it was to 
be executed; but they led me away to the king's 
chamber with much bodily weakneſs, having been 
without food two days. When I came into the 
king's preſence, he ſaid to me, with much anger, 
if I did not make his daughter and that man well, 
I ſhould be laid down and chopped into pieces 
before him. I was not afraid, but the Lord tried 
my faith ſharply. The king's daughter and the 
other perſon were brought out into the outer 
chamber, and we went to prayer; but the heavens 
were locked up to my petitions. I beſought the 
Lord again, but received no anſwer : I cried again, 
and he was intreated. He ſaid, Be it to thee as 
«* thou wilt ;“ the Lord appeared moſt lovely and 
glorious; the King himſelf was awakened, and the 
others ſet at liberty. A great change took place 
among the people; the king's houſe became God's 
houſe ; the ſoldiers were ordered away, and the 
poor ED priſoner had perfect liberty, and 
was treated like a prince. Now the Lord made 
all * enemies to become my great friends. I 

remained 


| 
| 
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remained nine weeks in the king's palace, praifing 


| God day and night: I was never out but three 


days all the time. I had aſſumed the habit of the 
country, and was dreſſed much like the king, and 
nothing was too good for me. The king would 


take off his golden ornaments, his chain and 


bracelets, like a child, if I objected to them, and 
lay them aſide, Here I learnt to ſpeak their 
tongue in the higheſt ſtile. 

I began now to feel an inclination growing upon 
me to go farther on, but none to return home. 
The king being acquainted with this, expreſſed his 
fears of my being uſed ill by the next Indian na- 


tion, and, to prevent it, ſent 30 men, and a re- 


commendation to the king, with me. The next 
nation was called the Creek Indians, at 60 miles 
diſtance, Here I was received with kindneſs, 
owing to the king's influence, from whom I had 
parted ; here 1 ſtaid five weeks, I next viſited the 
Catawar Indians, at about 55 miles diſtance from 


the others: Laſtly, I went among the Houſaw 


Indians, 80 miles diſtant from the laſt mentioned 
here I ſtaid ſeven weeks. Theſe nations were then 
at peace with each other, and I paſſed among 
them without danger, being recommended from 
one to the other. When they recollect, that the 
white people drove them from the American ſhores, 
the three firſt nations have often united, and mur- 


ered all the white people in the back ſettlements 


which 
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which they could lay hold of, man, woman, and 
child. I had not much reaſon to believe any of 
theſe three nations were ſavingly wrought upon, 
and therefore I returned to the Cherokee nation, 
which took me up eight weeks, I continued with 
my old friends ſeven weeks and two days. 
I now and then found, that my affections to my 
. family and country were not dead; they were 
ſometimes very ſenſibly felt, and at laſt ſtrengthened 
mto an invincible defire of returning home. The 
king was much againft it; but feeling the fame 
firong bias towards my country, after we had aſked 
Divine direction, the king conſented, and accom- 
panied me 60 miles with 140 men. I went to 
prayer three times before we could part, and then 
he ſent 40 men with me a hundred miles farther 
went to prayer, and then took my leave of them, 
and paſſed on my way. I had 50 miles now to go 
to the back ſettlements of the white people. I 
was furrounded very foon with wolves again, which 
made my old lodging both neceſſary and welcome. 
However it was not long, for in two days I reached 
the ſettlements, and on the third I found a houſe : 
It was about dinner-time, and as I came up to the 
door the family ſaw me, were frightened, and ran 
away. I fat down to dinner alone, and eat very 
heartily, and, after returning God thanks, I went 
to fee what was become of the family, I found 
means to lay hold of a girl that ſtood peeping at 
| me 
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me from behind a barn. She fainted away, and 
it was upwards of an hour before ſhe recovered ; 
it was nine o'clock before I could get them all to 
venture in, they were ſo terrified. 

My dreſs was purely in the Indian ſtile ; the 
ſkins of wild beaſts compoſed my garments, my 
head was ſet out in the ſavage manner, with a long 
pendant down my back, a ſaſh round my middle 
without breeches, and a tomohawk by my fide. 
In about two days they became ſociable. Having 
viſited three or four other families, at the diſtance 
of 16 or 20 miles, I got them altogether to prayer 
on the Sabbath days, to the number of 17 perſons. 
I ſtaid with them ſix weeks, and they expreſſed 
much ſorrow when I left them. I was now one 
hundred and twelve miles from home. On the 
road I ſometimes met with a houſe, then I was 
hofpitably entertained ; and when I met with none, 
a tree lent me the uſe of its friendly ſhelter and 
protection from the prowling beaſts of the woods 
during the might. The God of mercy and grace 
ſupported me thus for eight days, and on the ninth 
I reached my uncle's houſe, 

The following particulars, relating to the man- 
ner in which I was made known to my family, are 
leſs intereſting ; and yet, perhaps, ſome readers 
| would not forgive their omiſſion : I ſhall, however, 
be as brief as I can. I aſked my uncle for a 
lodging, which he refuſed. I enquired how far 
N the 
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the town was off; three quarters of a mile, ſaid 
he. Do you know Mrs, Marrant and family, and 
how the children do? was my next queſtion. He 
_ faid he did, they were all well, but one was lately 
loſt ; at this I turned my head and wept. He did 
not know me, and upon refuſing again to lodge 
me, I departed. When I reached the town it was 
dark, and paſſing by a hotiſe where one of my old 
ſchool-fellows lived, I knocked at the door; he 
came out, and aſked me what I wanted ? I defired 
a lodging, which was granted : I went in, but 
was not known, I aſked him if he knew Mrs. 
Marrant, and how the family were? He ſaid, he 
had juſt left them, they were all well ; but a young 
lad, with whom he went to ſchool, who, after he 
had quitted ſchool, went to Charles-Town to learn 
ſome trade; but came home crazy, and rambled 
in the woods, and was torn in pieces by the wild 
beaſts, How do you know, ſaid I, that he was 
killed by wild beafts ? I, and his brother, and uncle, 
and others, ſaid he, went three days into the woods 
in ſearch of him, and found his carcaſe torn, and 
brought it home, and buried it, and are now in 
mourning for him. This affected me very much, 
and I wept; obſerving it, he ſaid, what is the 
matter? I made no anſwer. At ſupper they ſat 
down without craving a bleſſing, for which I re- 
proved them; this. ſo affected the man, that I 
believe 1t ended in a ſound converſion, Here is a 
wild 
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wild man, ſays he, come out of the woods to be a 
witneſs for God, and to reprove our ingratitude 
and ſtupefaction ! After ſupper I went to prayer, 


and then to bed. Riſing a little before day-light, 


and praiſing the Lord, as my cuſtom was, the 
family were ſurpriſed, and got up: I ſtaid with 
them till nine o' clock, and then went to my mo- 


ther's houſe in the next ſtreet. The ſingularity of 


my dreſs drew every body's eyes upon me, yet 
none knew me. I knock'd at my mother's door, 
my ſiſter opened it, and was ſtartled at my ap- 
pearance. Having expreſſed a deſire to ſee Mrs, 


Marrant, I was anſwered, ſhe was not very well, 
and that my bufineſs with her could be done by 


the perſon at the door, who alſo attempted to ſhut 
me out, which I prevented. My mother being 


called, I went in, and ſat down, a mob of people 


being round the door. My mother aſked, © what 


& is your buſineſs;“ only to ſee you, ſaid 1. She 


was much obliged to me, but did not know me. 
haſked, how are your children? how are your 
two ſons? She replied, her daughters were in 
good health, of her two ſons, one was well, and 
with her, but the other,—unable to contain, ſhe 


burſt into a flood of tears, and retired. I was 
overcome, and wept much; but nobody knew 


me. This was an affecting ſcene ! Preſently my 


brother came in: He enquired, who I was, and 


what I was? My ſiſter did not know; but being 
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uneaſy at my preſence, they contrived to get me 
out of the houſe, which, being over-heard by me, 
I reſolyed not to ſtir. My youngeſt fiſter, eleven 
years of age, came in from ſchool, and knew me 
the moment ſhe ſaw me : She goes into the kitchen, 
and tells the woman her brother was come ; but 
her news finding no credit there ſhe returns, paſſes 
through the room where I fat, made a running 
curtſey, and ſays to my eldeſt fiſter in the next 
room, it is my brother! She was then called a 
fooliſh girl, and threatened ; the child cried, and 


inſiſted upon it. She went crying up- ſtairs to my 


mother, and told her; but neither would my 
mother believe her. At laſt they ſaid to her, if 
it be your brother, go and kiſs him, and aſk him 
how he does? She ran and claſped me round the 
neck, and, looking me in the face, ſaid, Are not 
you my brother John?“ I anſwered yes, and 
wept. I was then made known to all the family, 
to my friends, and acquaintances, who. received 
me, and, were glad, and rejoiced : Thus the dead 
was brought to life again ; thus the loſt was found. 
If ſhall. now cloſe the Narrative, with only remark- 
ing a few incidents in my life, until my connection 


with my Right Honourable Patroneſs, the . 


of HuNTINGDoN, 


I remained with my relations till the commence- 
ment of the American troubles, I uſed to go and 


hear the word of God, if any Goſpel miniſters 
* came 
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came into the country, though at a conſiderable 
diſtance ; and yet, reader, my ſoul was got into a 
declining ſtate. Don't forget our Lord's exlorta- 
tion, « What I fay unto you, I ſay unto all, 
„% Warch. In thoſe troubleſome times! I all 
preſſed on board the Scorpion floop of war, as 
their muſician, as they were told I could play on 

muſic.— I continued in his majeſty's ſervice fix 
years and eleven months; and with ſhame confeſs, 
that a lamentable ſtupor crept over all my ſpiritual 
vivacity, life and vigour ; I got cold and dead. 
My gracious God, my dear Father in His dear Son, 
rouſed me every now and then by dangers and de- 
liverances,—T was at the fiege of Charles“ Town, 


and paſſed through many dangers. When the town 
was taken, my old royal benefactor and convert; 


the king of the Cherokee Indians, riding into the 
town with general Clinton, ſaw nie, and knew me: 
He alighted off his horſe, and came to me; ſaid 


he was glad to ſee me; that his daughter Was 


very happy, and ſometimes en to get our” of 


the body. 


Some time'after fhits'T rad ebailig about in the 
American ſeas, and cannot help mentioning a ſin- 
gular Gelivivihce' I had from the moſt imminent 
danger, and the uſe the Lord made of it to me. 
We were overtaken by a violent ſtorm; I Was 
waſhed overboard, and thrown on again; dated 


into che ſea a ſecond time, and toſſed upon deck 


again. 


iT: 
again. I now faſtened a rope round my middle, 
as a ſecurity. againſt. being thrown into the ſea 

again; but, alas! forgot to faſten it to any part 
of the ſhip; being carried away the third time by 
the fury of the waves, when in the ſea, I found 
the rope both uſeleſs and an incumbrance. I was 
in the ſea the third time about eight minutes, and 
the ſharks came round me in great numbers; one 
of an enormous fize, that could eaſily have taken 
me into his mouth at once, paſſed and rubbed 
againſt my ſide. I then cried more earneſtly to 
the Lord than I had done for ſome time ; and he 
who heard Jonah's prayer,. did not ſhut out mine, 
for I was thrown aboard again theſe: were the 
means the Lord uſed to revive me, and 1 began 
now. to ſet out afreſh. 

I was in the I with the Dutch off the 
Dogger Bank, on board the Princeſs-Amelia, of 
84 guns. We had. a great number Killed and 
wounded ; the deck was running with blood; ſix 
men were killed, and three wounded, ſtationed 
at the ſame gun with me; my head and face were 
covered with the blood and brains of the ſlain: I 
was wounded, but did not fall, till a quarter of an 
hour before the engagement ended, and was happy 
during the whole of it. After being in the hoſ- 
pital three months and 16 days, I was ſent to 
the Weſt· Indies on board a ſhip of war, and, after 
cruiſing in thoſe a we returned home as a con: 

voy. 


( 37) 
voy. Being taken ill of my old wounds, I was 
put into the hoſpital at Plymouth, and had not 
been there long, when the phyſician gave it as his 
opinion, that I ſhould not be capable of ſerving 
the king again; I was therefore diſcharged,” and 
came to London, where I lived with a reſpectable 
and pious merchant three years, who was unwilling 
to part with me, During this time I ſaw my call 
to the miniſtry fuller and clearer ; had a feeling 
concern for the ſalvation of my countrymen : I 
carried them conſtantly in the arms of prayer and 
faith to the throne of grace, and had continual + 
ſorrow in my heart for my brethren, for my kin{- 
men, according to the fleſn.— I wrote a letter to 
my brother, who' returned me an anſwer, in which 
he prayed ſome miniſters would come and preach 
to them, and deſired me to ſhew it to the miniſter 

whom I attended. I ufed to exerciſe my gifts on 
a Monday evening in prayer and exhortation, and 
was approved of, and ordained at Bath, Her 
 Ladyſhip having ſeen the letter from my brother 
in Nova-Scotia, thought Providence called me 
there : To which place I am now bound, and ex- 
pect to fail in a few days. 

I have now only to intreat- the earneſt prayers 
of all my kind Chriſtian friends, that I may be 
carried ſafe there; kept humble, made faithful, 
and ſucceſsful ; that ſtrangers may hear of and 
run 
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run to Chriſt; that Indian tribes may ſtretch out 
their hands to God; that the black nations may 
be made white in the blood of the Lamb ; that 
vaſt multitudes of hard tongues, and of a ſtrange 
ſpeech, may learn the language of Canaan, and 
ſing the ſong of Moſes, and of the Lamb; and, 
anticipating the glorious proſpect, may we all with 
fervent hearts, and willing tongues, fing hallelujah; 
the kingdoms of the world are become the king- 
doms of our God, and of his Chriſt. Amen and 
Amen. 2 
| London, 

Preſcot- ſtreet, No. 60 
July 18,1788. 
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